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To encreaſe the Number of People, and conle. 
_ quently the Strength of this Kingdom ; to 
improve the Woollen Manufacture, and 
.  . raiſe the Values of Land, of Corn, Cattle, 
' and moſt other things of the Product and 
Growth of England; and raiſe a conſiderable 
Sum of Money to their Majeftics, and that 
' _ afterſuch a manner as will be very much for 
| the Advantage of the Kingdom : Out of _ 
which might be ſettled a Fund for the En- =» ll 
couragement and Maintcnance of Diſtreſſed L 
and Ditabled Mariners or Sea-men, or what 
| <lfe ſhouldbe thought more convenient. 

| With all DutifulReſpett moſt humbly offered to the Con. 

federation of the LORDS aud COMMONS 

in Parliament aſſembled. 
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"'ESSAK 
Modeſt Propotal &C. 


Should not offer to preſent this to the Conſideration of fo Auguſt an Aſ- 
ſembly, but that the conſideration of the Advantages that it would 
bring to the Publick 3 and to probably every p3rticular Memoer of thar 

. Great Council; makes me not only hope for pardon, but that this will 
meet with a kind reception from thoſe worthy Patriots that have done ſo much 
in a few years time towards rendering this Nation the happieſt ſpot of ground in 


the Univerſe. 


I do look upon this to be the rime that the People of England may expect from 
the Great Conncil of the Nation all the extraordinary Laws for the Pablick 
Good that can be thought of, and that upon a double acconut, both becauſe they 
are ſecure that their preſent Majeſties'will not give a Negative to any Bill that is 
for the Glory of God, or»the Public Good : . and for that they will (1 preſume) 
think it convenient to endeavor, not only ſuch a reformation as may render this 


Nation not unworthy that particular Providence that hath of late afliſted it; but 


to put it into a way of growing better, richer and ſtronger, both at home and 
abroad, that it may be the better able to aſſiſt his Majeſty, to perfe& thoſe great 
deſigns he hath fo happily begun, and carried on hitherto: and that when he hath 
g0t it an advantageous Peace, it may not by its Wickedneſles provoke God Al- 
mighty to withdraw that. Blefling. 

That Debauchery, Leudnefs, and ſome other ills have 'been rather upon the 


increaſe, than otherwiſe, this Twenty or Thirty years laſt paſt ; and that they are 


now much too commonly practiſed, I ſhall not offer to prove, it being but roo 
apparent tothinking and obſerving People. And that the Values of Land hath 
not met with that improvement, that hath been wiſhed for and endeavoured by 
many Friends to their Country, I preſume moſt People that have Eſtates have 
experience ;. and particularly:thoſe men of Quality and Fortune, to whom 1 ad- 


dreſs theſe lines ; ſo-that Iſhallet that alonetoo : and only at preſent endeavor 


to propoſe ſomething that will remedy in a great meaſure theſe Evils, which I 
hope will not be {lighted for coming from an unknown hand, 


A I;bave 
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[ have with great impartiality and tricneſs beſtowed ſome time, to diſcover the 
Cauſe and Nature of the increaſe and: continuance of theſe before-mentioned 
Evils, as alſo that of Drunkenneſs 3 and I hope with that ſucceſs, that I do not 
queſtion, but I could propoſe two or three things to this I ſhall here mention, that 

would almoſt totally prevent Debauchery and Leudneſs for the future ; and rhac 


would go a great way to cure Drunkenneſs. or at leaſt prevent it in moſt of the- 


Youth that are yer free of it : and that without inflicting any corporal or pecuni- 
ary Puniſhment upon any one. 

Bac I ſhall content my ſelf at preſent only tooffer at one way to attain theſe 
ends, which is to bring Marriage, of late ſo much negle&ed, into a little more 
requeſt, the doing of which w ould encourage Virtue, and diſcourage Vice; in- 
Creaſe the Number of People, and conſequently the Strength of the Kingdom,and 
contribute very much to raiſe the value of Land. For as the general indifferency 
that is now got even into the meaner ſort of People of this Age, for Marriage, 
occaſions much Vice, fo doth it beyond any other thing, yea all other things tend 
to depopulation, an ill of dangerous conſequence, and moſt neceſſary to be pro- 
vided againſt by any Government that deſires to flouriſh : I know there are ſome 
other things that do harm,thar are neither ſo eaſy,nor fo convenient to be redreſſed; 
as inclofing of common Fields,theForeign Plantations, lreland,and theWars,c. bur 
they are not all to be compared to this,and if this were but ſo effetually redreſled, 
as it would be by what is here propoſed, there would ſoon be-ſuch an increaſe of 
People as would ſupply the reſt, and raiſe the Value of Land conſiderably. 

Now beſides this want of People (which is already in ſome places ſo great, as 
that Laborors can hardly be got for Money) there are -other things very fit and 
ealy to be redrefſed, that do much prejudice the increaſe of the Value of 
Land, and occaſion a fall of Rents; as the increaſe of Wages of Servants, and all 
forts of Laboring People, which in ſome places to my knowledge are riſen a 
third part within theſe few years ;: for if a Farmer pay 5 /. a year more in Servants 
Wages than was paid twenty years ago, it muſt neceſlarily follow, that he muft 
pay fo much leſs Rent ; but this would be much remedied by an increaſe of Peo-. 
ple, or of the Number of Servants ; but hardly by what ſome think, the Juſtices 
of Peace ſetting lower Wages at the Seffions, &c. as might be eaſily ſhewn, were 
it to my purpoſe. 

There is alſo another thing that doth very much prejudice the Value of Land, 
and doth yearly ruine many Families and hopeful Tradeſmen (which will alſo be 
remedyed by what I'ſhall here propoſe) that is the extravagant and expenſive 

Apparel of the meaner ſort of People; for not only Farmers are obliged to be ar 
2 greater charge to habit (for I cannot call ir cloath, that being ſo littlenſed) their 
Children, that they may appear ſomething like cheir Servants (which muſt alſo 
occaſion an abatement of Rents) bur Conmmnen that are averſe enough to ſuch 
exceſs, muſt for decency ſake, ſuffer their Children to follow the Stream. And 
the Tradeſmen, even in moſt of the Towns of the Kingdom, muſt for Quierne(s 
or Pride, habit their Wives and Daughters as if they had 500 /. a year inheri- 
tance : Yea, when they dare hardly appear in their Shops3 and it is become a 
very great charge upon the inferior-Gentry, to appear now like ſach, conſidering 
how Servants and other mean People are ſer out: . 
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And this extravagancy is not only in Fooleries,and things that make no cori{ide- 
rable conſumption of any thing of the Product of the Nation,for black Woollen 
Hats, which deſtroyed a great quantity of:Wooll,-is almoſt quite routed from 
amongſt the meaner ſort of People by infignificant Straw Hats, and from amongſt 
the Tradeſmens Wives and Daughters, by Black Hoods and Top-knotsz and 
Cloth, Searges, and other Woollen ManufaQures, -by Half Silk Stuffs, a very 
improper Habit for every common Servant, and very unprofitable to the Public. 
And which is another il], to maintain this expence, Hoſpitality is almoſt quite 
routed out of the Kingdom, which muſt neceſſirily be a great occaſion of the tall 
of Rents, ſeeing there is ar leaſt a third part lefs Proviſions deſtroyed by the ſame 
number of People in many places than formerly, for it is but few that can bear the 
charge of both, and therefore the Belly and the Poor, muſt be: pinched to get 
fine Cloaths. I know ſome will ſay theſe exceſſes tend to the Advantage of the 
Kingdom, and to the Incouragement of Trade ; I grant it might be fo, if they 
were in Hoſpitality, or in the Conſumption of the natural Product of the Natt- 
on; but-not fo when they are in things that hinder the Conſumption of the Pro- 
duct of the Nation. | | 

I do-preſume it was never more {esfonable than now to prevent ail expences 
prejudicial to the Public, to help the Kingdom with more eaſe to pay fuch Aſſe(E 


|  -ment$aswill be neceffiry till the French King be brought lower, for till then we 


can hope for no Peace : And I donot queſtion, bar if wiat is here propoſed were 
put into a Law, that beſides the other Advantages, it would ſave many Thou- 
{lands of People more Money yearly in unneceflary expences, than they have paid 
in Aſſeſſments, and would gain to as many others as much more in advance of 
Rents, and would make good every thing mentioned in its Title. os 

Now the ways 1 ſhould propoſe to do this is, firſt to injoyn a ſmall ſum of 
Money to be paid by all conditions of People, above ſuch an Age, fo long as 
they ſhall continue unmarried , and next enjoyn a ſmail ſum of Money to be paid 
by People underſuch and ſach Qualicies, that ſhall wear ſuch and ſuch Habits, for 
I am not for commanding the firit,chat is Peoples marrying; or for forbidding the 
latter, the People of Enp/and lating to be forced + but to do it after fuch a man- 
ner as may ſhew the Government is not pleaſed with it, and may cure it inſenfi- 
bly, as the Method I ſhall here propoſe, Iprefame would, if it were put into a 
Law, as I ſhall endeavour afterwards to ſheiy, 


I do hambly propoſe,That foreſeeing the Geyaral Di/reſpect for Marriage doth not tnly 
occafion much Lewadneſs,bat alſo a decreaſe of Prople,and conſequently a Decay of Strength,of 
Riches, of the Value of Lands, and doth threaten this Kingdom with aepopulation, if not 
timely remedied : And being ſenſible that the expenſive and extravagant Apparel of the 
meaner ſort of People doth not only tend mach to their Impoveriſhment, but to the general 
Prejudice of the Kingdom, by diſconraging moſt of the Woollen Manufattures, and hindering 
the [ucreaſe of the value of Land, that to prevent theſe Evils : It migat by the Parlia» 
ment be Enacted, &-c. | 

To incourage Marriage in all Conditions of People, ana to ſet a little Mark of Puniſh- 
ment o7 Shame »pon all ſuch as ſhall contemn or negleft a Duty ſo beneficial to the Govera= 


ment, and ſo neceſſary for the Propagation of Aankina: That the ſeveral Rates, or Sums | 
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of Honey hereafter mentioned ſhould be paid to their Majeſties by all Men and Waomes of 
what condition ſorver (that have not been married) for every half year they ſhall live unmay. 
ried, after they come to the Ages hereafter mentioned and ſet down,.cthat 3s the Men to 2.1 

and the Women to 20, : ; 

And that every Man ana Woman that ſhould be above the Ages aforementioned, upon the 
firſt dayof May next, or apon,.the firſt-of November next following, or pon any firſt day 
of May, or firſt dazof November afterwards, during their Maje#ties Life, or the Sur- 
©ivor of them, ſhould pay upon every of thoſe days after they attain to the Ages aforementi. 
anea, until they marry, according to theſe rates following, ; 

That u, Every Man or Woman, of what conditioa or quality ſoever, ſhould upon every 
of the days aforementioned, while they continne unmarried, pay the ſum of one ſhilling fe- 
pence, that is, three ſhillings by the year, Except ſuch Servants and Apprentices as ſhould 
wear Hats ef Engliſh Wooll,and no Sith or half-Silk,, or Cloath or Staff any ways mixed ox 
lined with Silk upon their Heads or Bodies (other than the Silk, uſed in ſowing or making up 
their Woollen eloths) nor any Buttons, Lace, Fringe, Thread or Wire of Gold or Silver or any 
Mettal in imitation of, or gilded with Gold or Silver; who ſhould only pay upon the days aforer 
mentioned the [um of ſix-pence, that is one ſhilling by the year. ET 
The Sons aud Daughters of all Gentlemen, or Reputed Gentlemen, Clergy-men, Attor- 

neys, Solicitors, Prottors, ana of every other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, that ſhould after 
the firſt day of April next wear any Silk, or Half-Silk, or Cloth, or Stuff mixed, linea, or 
faced, with ary Sith or half Silk, upon their Heags or Bodies (other than the Buttons aud 
Sith uſed in ſowing and making np their Woollen Cloaths) or any Buttons, Lace, Fringe, 
Thread or Wire ef Goldor Silver, or of Tinſel, cr any other Mettal gilded with Gold or 
Silver 5 and that ſhould not wear Hats of Wool ſhould upon every of the days aforementioned, 
while they continue unmarried, pay the Sum of three Shillings,that is ſix Shillings by the Jeare 

The Sons aud Darnghters of all Knights, Sergeants at Law, Doflors of Divinity, Law or 
Phyſich, ſhould upcn every of the aays aforementioned, while they conting? 1tamarricd, pay the 
fu of four ſhillings, that us eight ſhillings by the year, 


The Sons and Daughters of all Baronets and 7udges, ſhenld upon every of ihe days, &Cc, 


pay the ſum of 5 ſhillings; that is 10 ſhillings by the year, 
" The Sons and Daughters of all Barons, &C.. 7 5. 64, that is I5 s. by the year, 
The Sons and Daughters of all Viſcounts, &&C, 10 5, that is 20 5, by the year, 
The Sms and Danghters of all Earls, GC. 12.5, Gd, that is 25 s. by the year, 
The Sons and Daughters of all Marquiſſes, &c. ls s. thatis 30 5. by the year, 
The Sens and Danohters of all Dukes, &C. 20 5. that is 40s, bythe year. 
' I do alfo humbly propoſe, that Kiereas the expenſive and extravagant apparel of 
the meaner ſort of Women, is not only prejuaicial to their Husbands, but to Hoſpitality, and 
to the Kingdom in general, It might be by the Pariiament Enacted, 8c. that all Wives 
and Widdows, (except the Wives, Widaows, Danghters, and Sons Wives of all the No- 
bility, and their Children s and of all Baronets and Knights, and of all thoſe that are or 
ſhall be Members of Parliament 5 and of all Eſquires by Birth or Office, all Tuſtices of the 
Peace, Sheriffs, Barriſters at Law ; and of all Dottors of Divinity, Law or Phyſick: And 
ives of all Deans, Arch- Deacons, Chancellors, Prebendaries, Heads of Col- 


except the VI 
and except the Wives of all Aderchants, Shop- keepers and Houſhelaers, 


lepes or Fial!s ; ! 
ca of the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and are worth Three han- 


that are Free-m j _ Wo” k 
dved pornas and of all. Ainiſters ifficiative within the ſame ; And except the Wiver of all 
Aayrs 


(£3 | 
Mayors of Corporations for the time of ſuch their Mayeralty only) that ſhat,after he firſt day 
of April next, wear any Silk or Half Silg, or Cluath or Stuff any way mixed or lined with 
Silk, upon their Heads or Boates, (other than the Silk uſed in ſowing or making up their 
woolen Cloths) or any Buttons, Lace, Fringe, Thread or Wire of Gold or Silver, or of Tix 
fel, or any ather Metal gilded with Geld or Silver, and that ſhall not wear Hats of Weolt, 


ſhould upon every of the days ofore-mentioned pay the ſum of three ſhillings, that is ſx fhil- 


lings by the year, till they [kould wear Hats of Well, and give over wearing Silb, Lace, 
Buttons, Vringe, Thread cr tt ire of Gold or Silver, or of Tinſel, or any other Metal gilded 
with Gold or Silver. 

And to diſccuraze the wearing of Straw or Wood Hats or Bonnets, ſo expenſive and preju- 
dicial to the Woollen Mannfatture of Hats, That all Men and Winen, above the age of 16, 
that ſhould after the firſt day of April next, wear any Siraw or Waod Hats or Bonnets, 
ſhenld be charged for the ſame, as thoſe that wear Gold or Silver Lace, &c. that is, ſno13 
pay 3 5. npon every of the days afore- mentioned, 

That the Wives and Widaows of all Aldermen of Corporations,and of all Minifters {hauld be 
allowed for Decency and Gravity (ake to wear little Lack Silk Hoods nuder their Woilten Hats. 

I do alſo humbly propoſe, that Zo the end that the ſeveral! ſims afere mentioned 
might be raiſed with the leaſt tronble, that the Conſtables, Headboronughs or Tything men, 
and three or more ſubſtantial Inhabitants ef every Conſtablewick or Townſhip, ſhould ntoa 
every firſt day of May, and upon every firſs day of November, ia the afternoon, meet at 
ſome prblick place within the ſaid Conſtablewick or Townſhip, and make up a Liſt of all the 
Aten and Women in their Conſt ablewick or Townſhip, chargeable upon the ſaid days to pay. 
Two of which Liſts, fairly written nuder their hands, ſetting down the Names, Sirnames and 
Lualities, nnder which every one us to pay, ſhould be carricd withia fear days, by the Cra- 
ftable, Heaaborough or Tithing-man, or other Officer of the place, to the next Juſtice of the 
Peace, to be by him allowed wnder his Hana and Seal ; one of which Liſts ſo ſigned, ſhould 
be delivered forthwith to ſuch Colleftor as ſhonld be appointed by their Majeſtics Commiſſioner 
General to receive the ſaid Money, to be by him traaſmined to the ſaia Cummiſſiozcr Geue= 
ral,to be a charge npoa the ſaid Collefter ; And the cther Lift ſhould be kept by the {cid Con 
fable, or other Officer, thereby to demand, collefl, and gather the ſums therein mentioned, 
which he ſhould be obliged to ao within fifteen 6azs time after the day the (aid ſums licime 
aue ; and to pay the ſame, and az!iver the [aid Liſt within fix days afterwards to the [aid 
Colleftor, whoſe Receipt [hould be a ſufficient diſcharge to the [aid Conſtable, and to tie 
whoſe Zdoney he had received : And for tis piizs the Cillzflor ſhonld allow him fix pence 
for every twenty ſhillings he ſhould ſo collef? aus pay, | | 
And the Treaſurers or vker Officer of ever; iaas of Conrt, Tins of Chancery, Coll. ge 
Ball, ſhonla make and retura Liſts, ſigned ty the Heag, or two of the next preſent Sexicr s, 
ef ſuch perſons as are chargable within their ſeveral precinits, in the [ame wanner, and ©; 
the ſame time as Conſtables, and be liavle to the like penalties in caſe of negle& or refuſal, 

Ana to the end that none ſhould evaae paying, ly pretending themſelves Servants or Apprea- 
tices, when indecd they were no ſuch thing, or by ſhitting from Place to place before the days of 
payment 5, power [icald be given to Maſters ana HHiſtreſſes to detain wr keep back ſo much of 


their Wages, upon thiir removing near ſuch days of payment, as aforeſaids and that nue- 


ſhould be excuſed as Servants cr Apprentices, that ſhonld live with their Father or Maher, 

Grand father or Crana-miutier, Unkle ow Aunt, Brither or © iſter, or with their Guardians - 
" 2 T ba - . , . 

_ ?o prevent abuſe; in falſe a_— in peoples being " out or chargea ſhort, that upur 

?heir being convicted of the ſame before the next juſtice of the Peace, fey ſherld be charge: 

doVhle. | Ti: 
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That the Colleftors ſhould have power to enquire into the truth of the Liſts brought them, 
ard upon diſcovery of any abuſes, might ſummon the Offender to go before the next fuſtice of | 
the Peace, &&C. and that if any perſon ſhould think himſelf aggrieved by the Judgment of the | 
ſaid fuſtice, he ſhould have liberty to appeal to the next Seſſions ( giving motice to the other | 
party) which (hould be final. | 

Aud to prevent their Majeſties being cheated if any part of the Money to be raiſed, that the 
Tuftices [honld be obliged once a year to certifie to the Seſſions an account of all convitions | 
r:ade before them, and that the Clerks of the Peace (hoald be obliged to certifie ence a year as | 


well thoſe return d by the fuſtices, as thoſe maze in open Seſſions,io their Majefties Commiſ- 
froner General, to be a charge npon the Colletors. 

Ana to prevent any failure in the due execution, and to the end that the Money received. 
might be truly anſwered, that a penalty of 1o 1. ſhould be inflicted upon every Conſtable, &C. 
that ſhould neglef or refuſe to do his duty and alſo upon the Clerks of the Peace for every 
time they ſhould negleft to mate Certificates ta the Commiſſioner General, as afore-mentioned. 


I ſhould have been much more particular about the Method of colleing the 
Money, that would ariſe upon the propoſals before mentioned, as well to pre- 
vent abuſes in thoſe that ſhould pay, and in thoſe that ſhould collect or receive ; | 
as alſo that it might the better anfwer what I promiſe in the Title : but for fear of | 
offending, or being tedious. And yet I thought it neceſſary to hint ac the moſt 
material things, that I might the better ſhew how they would anſwer the ends I 
Propoſed,if they ſhould be framed into a Bill, and paſſed into a Law. 

The Money propoſed to be charged upon the ſeveral conditions of unmarried 
people,rho in it ſelf not fo conſiderable as may at firſt glahce appear,will yet I pre- 
ſume be ſufficient to anſwer all the endsI expect from itzand theAges propoſed for 
the beginning of the ſaid charge, is I think moſt equal : The ſhame that Men and 
Women will fancy in paying, will ſpur them on to Marriage, at leaſt the better 
fort ; and it will not only do as much in the meaner ſort, bur it will infenſibly 
bring them tro wear the manufacture and product of the Engl Nation; the 
want of the doing of which, with want of People, are the two chief cauſes of the 
decreaſe of the value of Land, and the dullneſs of Trade, ſo much complained on, * 
and not the War, as ſome fancy, ſeeing there is certainly more Wollen Cloth 
now exported than was when Woo!l carried a much greater price inthe Kingdom. 
And the Army doth conſume many thouſand pounds worth of Wool] more year- 
ly than would be if there were no ſuch thing: 

I have on purpoſe propoſed it harder opon three ſorts of People than any other, 

and that for theſe reafons. 

Firſt, upon the Sons and Daughters of the ryeaner ſort of People that ſhall be 
kept idling at home, who I propoſe to be charged three ſhillings by the year, that 
they may marry them, or put them abroad to be Servants, which wouid 
make Servants more plentiful, and to be had for much leſs wages, a thing of great 

- advantage to all Farmers and Houſe-keepers in general, and that would certainly 
cicreaſe Rents : And I hope it will not be thought too great a charge, upon ſuch 
aS are too proud to be Servants, to pay three ſhillings a year tillchey marry: Nor 
I think is one ſhilling a year either too little or too much for thoſe Servants or 
Apprentices that comply with wearing Woollen, ſeeing they cannot well pay leſs, 
and irs convenient they ſhould pay ſomething to prompt them tomarry. And it 
| | any 
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anyare againſt having thoſe excepted, from paying as Servants, that live with 
their Fathers, Mothers, &c. I defire they will but conſider, and they will find, 


that without that exception there will be few more Servants than are now, nor - 


would the moſt of thoſe that live with ſuch Relations pay more than Servants , 
though in truth they were no ſuch thing : which would prejudice ſeveral of the 
benefits to be received by theſe propoſals. 

Secondly, Ulpon ſuch Servants and meaner fort of People as ſhall continue to 
wear Silk, Gold or Silver Lace, &c. and as ſhall refuſe tro wear Hats of Wool},all 
which I propoſe to be charged as much as Gentlemens Sons and Daughters, that 
is ſix Shillings by the year, to make them give over wearing Habits fo unſuitable 


| fo their conditions, by the doing of which the Woollen Manufacture would not 


only be very much improved, (for even the general wearing but of Woollen 


Hats would conſume a great quantity of Wooll yearly) But it would become a 
much leſs expence to the meaner ſort of Gentry to diſtinguiſh their Children for: 
ſuch, and it would certainly in a little time gain,or ſave,moſt of the Land-holders. 


in Eng/and more Money than would anſwer their Aſeſiments to their Majeſties for 
carrying on the War 3 that is, gain in the increaſe of Rents, and of the value of all 


things of Eng/i/þ Growth ; and ſave in Servants Wages, in clothing their Chil- 


dren, and ſeveral other things that might be named, worth being conſidered. 
Thirdly, Upon the Wives of the Meaner fort of People, to bring them to wear 

ſuch Cloaths as are fitter for them, than often to wear a great part of their Hus- 

bands Eſtate upon their Backs. And there is no queſtion but it will do it by de- 


grees, for the generality of People will comply with wearing. any ſort of. Habir, 


rather than pay yearly, a (mall Sum of Money upon any public account, 
And if any ſhall think this charge will be too hard.or that it will raiſe too much. 


Money, or that it will occaſton too many new Offices, or that it will prejudice 


the Manufacture of Silk, or that of Straw, or Wood Hats or Bonnets. 


To the fir#, anſwer it cannot really be eſteemed fo, ſeeing none needs pay long- 


er than they pleaſe, for let them but marry and wear Cloaths ſuitable for chem, 
and they will be no ways charged by what I have propoſed, or let them but. be 
Servants, and the charge will be very ſmall. 

To the ſecond, 1 anſwer, it will not raiſe fo great a ſum as may be apprehended, 
for people will comply with the defign of ſuch a Law rather than pay any thing, 
and then the Money due would be every year much leſs than other. And proba- 
bly before it could be got into a good way of management, there would not be 
ſo many people chargable by at leaſt a third part as would be now : But admit ir 
would raiſe a much greater ſum than it really will, hath not the Government oc= 
caſton for itz and can it be better raiſed than after a way that will bring ſo many: 
benefits to the publick z for if this Money were to be buried, I dare engage the. 
Kingdom would gain by paying it, for it is hardly to be imagined how much it 
would do as to the anſweriog all that's promiſed in its ticle : But there might be. 
a fund charged out of it for the maintenance of diſtrefſed or diſabled Mariners or. 
Seamen, and conſidering that England's ſafety depends much upon thoſe ſort of 
People, its but prudent to give them more than ordinary encouragement. Or 


it might go towards paying of the charge of the Tranſport- Ships, and prevent the - 


ruine of a great many Families 3 or there might be a fund ta curean evil now-tog 
common in moſt parts of che Kingdom,that is Clipping and Coyning, by erecting 
; | | A Pri 
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a Priſon or Worl-houſe in ſome remote part of the Kingdom, to which ſuch Of- 
fenders ſhould be confined for Life, which might be ſo contrived, as to cure that 
evil ſooner than the taking away of Life, as now praRiſed, as I think I could make 
evident; or to whatelie ſhall be thought more convenient. 

To the Third, I anſwer, it is true it muſt neeeds occation ſome Officers to pet it 
truly collef&ted, and the moreexactly it is collected the better it will be for rhe 
Kingdom : but the number imployed need not be many, for I ſhould nor queſtion 
but to propoſe a way to manage it at a very moderate charge, and ſo as it ſhould 
hardly be poſſible for any imployed therein to cheat ot wrong their Majeſties of 
any part of it without being diſcovered. 

And as to the Fourth, I deſire to know whether the manufaQure of Wooll, the 
natural Produd of the Nation, be not in the firſt place to be confidered, and 
then I ſhall anſwer that it will not prejudice the Silk Manufacture near ſo much, 
as ic will advantage the other ; for there will be ſo many to wear Silk, that are 
not propoſed to be charged for the ſame, as will be ſufficient not.only to keep up, 
but to encourage that Manufacture:As all the Nobility,the Gentry,moſt of theCiti- 
zens of Londonand Weſtminſter, and a great many others that will come within that 
exception ; and befides which there will be a great many that will wear it, though 
they pay for their Pride, but for ſuch it is but reaſonable they ſhould pay for pre- 
judicing the Public. And as to that of Straw Hats or Bonnets, it is not to be na- 
med the ſame day with that of Wool ; however there may be enough worn to 
continue that Manufacture, which doth much more prejudice than good to the 
Public ; for Children, and young People under 16 are not propoſed to be forbid 
menry's them, and thoſe that wear Silk may wear them withont any increaſe of 

arge. 

I bel not I chink ſay much, why I would diſcourage the wearing of Lace,c+c. 
inthe Meaner fort of People, it being ſo apparent an improper Habit,and become 
fo expenſive to them, that I believe no thinking man will encourage ir: 

Now beſides the benefits that what is here propoſed, would bring to the Public 
in incouraging the Woollen Manufacture, and increaſing the Value of Land, the 
Number of People, and conſequently the Strength of the Kingdom : The Diſcon- 
ragement that it would give to Vice, will I preſume be ſufficient to make it take 
with all good Friends to their Country, I know that there is another thing thar 
would much more effecaally ſurpreſs Vice, and encourage Marriage, which I have 
before hinted at, and which I may probadly offer to the Public, if this meer with 
2a kind reception. But this would do well at preient,and truly I cannot bur think, 
ſomething more than ordinary ſhould be aone to ſuppreis Vice, and to inable the 
Kingdom to pay Afletſinents ; if we defire God Almighty thould continne his fa- 
Vorsto us, and to be in a poſture to defend our ſelves againſt a French power. 

I ralt needs fay I think there might be ſeveral conſiderable ſums of money 
r:iled towardsthe ſzpport of che Government, after ſach ways as would be much 
for the advantage of the Kingdom, as inſtead of forbidding any thing that is pre» 
jadici:] to the the Public, to Jay an impoſition upon it, and fo raiſean additio- 

q) Revenue. which would not only be a better way of rooting any inconvenient 

thing out of the Kingdom, but would decreaſe as to the quantity of the ſum to 
be raiſed, as the inconveniency to be removed were Ciſcontinued, which would 
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be a way of raiſing money in reality hard upon no body, for I cannot look upon 
it hard if upon the doing fome extravagant action, I (hould be obliged to pay fo 
much to the Government, ſeeing by the not doing it I ſhould be clear, and chat 
therefore the charge is Voluntary. And I do not queſtion but I could propoſe 
| ſomething to this I here offer, that ſhould not only this year raife a conſiderable 
| ſum of Money to the Government, and that without being hard upon any one 


TG 


poor perſon, but that ſhould pur the Kingdom into a much better condition to 

pay atleilments; and which ſhould be managed after the ſame manner, and by the 

{ame Officers without any increaſe of charge. And I have had thoughts of men- 1 - 

- tioning a thing that ſhould either ſave theKingdom 2 or 30coco poundsa year 1n a | Sl 

| very unneceſ{ary and prejudicial expence,or raiſe a ſum of mor.ey to the ute of the if 

Government, and which (honld decreaſe as the expence aforementioned were | 

| 6iſcontiuned; but for fear it ſhould be thought I have done more than enough : 

already, I (ha!l forbear. i 

Now 1thail rot ſay much atont the way 7propoſe for the collecting ot it, it be» 7 

162 [think obvious to any thar the Conſtables are net only the likelieſt ro know 

| who zre chargeable, but tocollect it with the leaſt trouble and charge,and by that 
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- meins there needs be fewer Officers implov'd by their Majeſties, which make 
the money raiſed more conſiderable. I do aiſo propoſe to have all diſputes derer- 
mined by the adjoyning Juſtices, with only an aapeal to the Seftions; and the 
penalty propoſed to be hid upon the Clerks of the Peace, Conſtables, cc. that 
{hall neglect or refuſe to do their duty,is but convenient to get the Revenue truly 
anſwered, and to prevent abuſes. 

I muſt confeſs 7am a little at a loſs as to the wording that part of the Exception 
for the Citizens Wives of London and Weftminfter, for though 1 would bring ma- 
ny into the Exception that I think were as fit to be habited in Woollen, as in Silk, 

\ out of reſpect to the inhabitants of thoſe great Cities, yet 7 would not have it 

| | reach ro every poor Mans Wife of the Towr, and therefore 7 propoſe they 

ſhould be worth 300 pounds at leaſt. As to the reſt of E-g/and T think the Ex-« 

| ception 1s Jarge enough. | 

| And now give me leave to hope that none of the Worthy Founders of their 

| Countrys happine( will ſcruple to give his aflent to a thing that will be fo bene- 

| ficialto the Publick, though he do thereby lay a ſmall charge upon ſome of his 

Lhildren, or may be upon himſelf, for as neither of them will I preſume be of 

| any Jong continuance, ſo will tkey not be of any conſideration in compari fon of 

the gain they will meet with in the improvement of Reatrs, and the leſſening of 
| other expences, and &f che general advantages that will accrue to the Publick, 
| 
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which ſhould be the chief thing to be confidered, as I am ſure ic is by me: for 
the charge I here propoſe is likely to lie as hard upon 'me, and probably for as 
long a time, as upon any man, but I do not conſider that in compariſon with the 
| other, nor will I hope any of thoſe worthy Patriots, to whom this is addrefled, 


Whoſe Pardon I do with all Flumility and Submiſſion beg for this boldneſs, 
which is purely occaſioned by my Zea! for the Proſperity of my Native | 
Country, , 
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